R040-0708

10 ASIMPLE RESOLUTION CONCERNING AN INFORMED VOTING POPULOUS

20 WHEREAS:  An alarming number of voters in the United States have called for the abolition
30 of the electoral college because of the misconception that the United States is a
40 direct democracy; and,

50 WHEREAS:  The United States was founded as a representative democracy, the electoral

60 college was created to ensure equal representation for each of the states; and,

70 WHEREAS:  There are two houses of congress, one based on population and one with equal
80 representation for each state regardless of population; and,

90 WHEREAS:  The bicameral legislature is in place due to the fact that we are a representative
100 democracy, therefore the Senate assures that the state with a high population and
110 high representation in the house do not gain too much power over the smaller
120 states; and,

130 WHEREAS:  Analarming number of citizens in this country hold a misconception on the very
140 basis of our system of government; and,

150 WHEREAS:  Avoter in our elections should know the way our system of government works
160 and their obligations to the government when they go into vote; and,

170 WHEREAS:  Civics is defined as the study or science of the privileges or citizens.

180 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature urges

190 citizens of the state of Maryland to enroll in a civics class before participating in
200 the next general election.

210 MANDATES: Martin O'Malley, Governor

220 Michael Busch, Speaker of the House

230 Kumar Barve, Houes Majority Leader

240 Anthony O'Donnell, House Minority Leader

250 Edward Kasemeyer, Senate Majority Leader

260 David Brinkley, Senate Minority Leader

270 Dr. Mark R. Schuman

SPONSOR:

Paul R Schuman,
Co-DCP, UMBC



