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10 A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE MARYLAND SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY 
 
20 WHEREAS: The sex offender website encourages violence against registered sex offenders, as in the 
30                                       case of Stephen Marshall, a Canadian resident who downloaded information on 32  
40                                       offenders off of the Maine Sex Offender registry; he shot and killed two men before 
50                                       committing suicide upon being confronted by the police; and, 
 
60 WHEREAS:       Attacks against registered sex offenders are wide spread, such as: Michael Mullen  
70                                       murdering of two men who were on the Washington State Sex Offender Registry and  
80                                       who had shown no signs of repeat offences; the attempted murder of an 82 year old man  
90                                       in Florida; and an attempted murder by arson in New York; and,  
 
100 WHEREAS: Cases of completely innocent people being mistaken or confused with people on the sex 
110                                     offender registry have lead to needless lost jobs and harassment. A prominent example of 
120                                     this being Mount Airy resident Eric Haskett who was not only harassed by locals, but also 
130                                     questioned by the FBI for merely living in a house a Maryland registered sex offender  
140                                     had once resided in; and, 
 
150 WHEREAS: These incidents illustrate how sex offender registry web sites encourage violence and  
160                                     hatred towards registered sex offenders, and how the internet sex offender website can be 
170                                     construed as a state sponsored hit list for individuals to engage in vigilante justice; and, 
 
180 WHEREAS: The interests of public safety are not served by unfettered vigilantism; Public safety is  
190                                     best served by law enforcement agencies keeping the peace, not individuals taking the  
200                                     law into their own hands, especially when individuals have shown tendencies to attack,  
210                                     harass, and murder innocent people; and, 
 
220 WHEREAS: Society can be protected by simple neighborhood notification, with no need for absolute  
230                                     public access to offenders’ personal information which endangers not only people on the  
240                                     list but also anyone they can be confused with. 
 
250 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the Maryland General 
260    Assembly to ensure that access to Maryland’s sex offender registry no longer be open   
270   access, but neighborhood notification still be enforced; this will preserve the spirit of the 
280   law, which is to protect children in neighborhoods from predators by keeping their 
290                                     parents aware of people who might pose a risk without causing undue risk to sex  
300                                     offenders the state has a continuing interest in the whereabouts of; and, 
 
310 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That information about Maryland sex offenders should be available to  
320   any Maryland resident through any police station, after proof of identification is given  
330                                     and recorded, and only be disseminated to residents about registered sex offenders  
340   residing within the vicinity of the inquiring party’s residency. 
 
350 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  Information regarding registered sex offenders in Maryland should still  
360   be available to law enforcement agencies. 
 
370 MANDATES: Robert L. Ehrlich, Governor of Maryland 
380   Michael Steele, Lieutenant Governor of Maryland 
390   Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr., President of the Senate 
400   Mike E. Busch, Speaker of the House of Delegates 
410   Nathaniel J. McFadden, Senate Majority Leader 
420   J. Lowell Stoltzfus, Senate Minority Leader 
430   Kumar P. Barve, House Majority Leader 



440   George C. Edwards, House Minority Leader  
 
SPONSOR: 
Scott T. Besore, Independent Caucus Leader, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 
CO-SPONSORS: 
Mike P. Tiufekchiev, Speaker of the Assembly, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Amanda L. Arkwright, College of Notre Dame of Maryland 
 
 
 
 
         


