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10 A RESOLUTION CONCERNING FREEDOM ON THE HIGHWAY 
 
20 WHEREAS:  In 1997, Maryland became a seat belt “primary enforcement” state, meaning  
30   police can stop motorists and issue tickets solely because the motorist or  
40   passenger is not wearing a seatbelt; and, 
 
50 WHEREAS: As of last year, 18 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, have also 
60   passed similar legislation, allowing seatbelt offenses to be a primary offense;  
70   and,  
 
80 WHEREAS: In 2005 the U.S. Congress and the Department of Transportation launched the 
90   “Click it or Ticket” campaign, a $30 Million ad campaign designed to air during 
100   sporting events and other programs likely to be watched by young men; and,  
 
110 WHEREAS: Traffic statistics show that primary enforcement of seat belt laws in fact does 
120   very little to highway fatalities and that the “Click it or Ticket” campaign has  
130   had little to no affect on seatbelt usage; and,  
 
140 WHEREAS:  In 1997, the year Maryland passed its primary enforcement law there were 611 
150   traffic fatalities in the state, by 2001, after the seatbelt law had been firmly 
160   established, the number of fatalities had actually increased to 659. Even when 
170   population increase is taken into account, this still shows no empirical evidence 
180   that primary enforcement does anything to reduce traffic fatalities; and, 
 
190 WHEREAS: The only state with no seatbelt law at all, New Hampshire, has the 9th lowest 
200   number of traffic fatalities in the United States and has actually decreased 
210   fatalities by over 10% in the last few years; and,  
 
220 WHEREAS: The spirit of the United States legal system is “innocent until proven guilty,” and 
230   enforcement of seatbelt laws assumes guilt without empirical evidence that an 
240   infraction was committed; and,  

 
250 WHEREAS: Primary enforcement of seatbelt infractions wastes time that police could and 
260   should be spending enforcing laws that actually present a danger to someone 
270   other than the perpetrator.  

 
280 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the Maryland 
290   General Assembly to revoke the legislation that makes seatbelt infractions a 
300   primary offense; and, 
 
310 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature hereby affirms the right 
320   of free individuals to make their own decisions in regard to personal health and 
330   safety with no interference from the state; and,  
 
340 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Maryland State Legislature urges the Department of 
350   Transportation to cease spending taxpayer money on the failing “Click it or  
360   Ticket” campaign. 
 
370 MANDATES: Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. 
380   Speaker of the House Michael Busch 
390   Senate Majority Leader Thomas “Mike” Miller 
400   Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters 



 
 
SPONSOR: 
 
Joshua D. Thompson, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Mike P Tiufekchiev, Speaker of the Assembly, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 
CO-SPONSORS: 
 
Paul Schuman, VDCP, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Alan Smith, DCP, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 
 
 


