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A RESOLUTION CONCERNING
THE LEGALIZATION OF PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Many people suffer from incurable diseases and would prefer a quick
and painless death on their own terms instead a drawn-out and painful
death due to their terminal illness; and,

Despite advances in technology and medicine, not all forms of pain can
be effectively treated by doctors; and,

In 1994 and again in 1997, the citizens of Oregon voted in favor of the
Death With Dignity Act, permitting physicians to write prescriptions
for lethal doses of medication to people with terminal illnesses; and,

In 2006, in the case of Gonzales v. Oregon, the United States Supreme
Court voted to uphold the Death With Dignity Act; and,

The Oregon law, while allowing physician-assisted suicide, places
many restrictions on the practice; and,

Such restrictions include limiting physician-assisted suicide to adult
Oregon residents that have been diagnosed with a terminal illness that
will cause death in the next six months; and,

Patients who choose physician-assisted suicide must be capable in the
eyes of their physician of making and communicating decisions
regarding their own health; and,

The diagnosis and mental competency of a patient must also be verified
by a consulting physician; and,

If either the primary physician or the consulting physician feel that the
patient may suffering from a psychological disorder, such as
depression,the patient must be referred for a psychological
examination; and,

Patients must make two oral requests to their physician fifteen days
apart, as well as make a request in writing in the presence of two
witnesses, at least of one whom is not related to the patient; and,

The patient may rescind the requests at anytime; and,

The patient’s physician must inform the patient of alternatives to
assisted suicide, such as hospice care or pain management therapy; and,

Under the law, patients must also administer their own dose of lethal
medication; and,

Physician participation in physician-assisted suicide is completely
voluntary.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the

Maryland General Assembly to pass legislation, similar to the Oregon
Death With Dignity Act, which would legalize physician-assisted
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suicide in the state of Maryland; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature also urges the

MANDATES:

SPONSOR:

Governor to sign such legislation into law.
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