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10 A RESOLUTION CONCERNING SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY IN POLICYMAKING

20 WHEREAS: The Federal Government is responsible for conducting large amounts of research and the
30 collection of large quantities of scientific and statistical data; and,

40 WHEREAS: The American people, commercial entities, congress, government agencies, policy
50 makers, and foreign interests depend on the accuracy of this information; and,

60 WHEREAS: Without impartial scientific data, policy makers may be creating imperfect policy
70 decisions; and,

80 WHEREAS: There is evidence to suggest that the current administration has disproportionately
90 used political influence to distort scientific findings and facts, and;

100 WHEREAS: There is reason to believe that the distortion of scientific research and data collection is
110 not limited to the current administration; and,

120 WHEREAS: Findings from Federal government research was and is being used in the creation of
130 public policy, and;

140 WHEREAS: In April of 2003, the White House made edits to an EPA report regarding climate change,
150 the changes, as an internal EPA memo suggests, would have inserted uncertainty into the
160 report where there was none. Under pressure from the White House, the EPA omitted
170 the section regarding Climate Change from its Environmental Report; and,

180 WHEREAS: While there is widespread consensus in the scientific community that human activity is at
190 least partly responsible for global climate change, the White House specifically requested
200 reference to this agreed principle be deleted from the EPA’s report; and,

210 WHEREAS: There have been numerous other areas where the Bush Administration has used political
220 influence to distort sound scientific works, and findings; these include:  effectiveness of
230 sex-education, HIV-AIDS prevention, creating false links between abortion and breast
240 cancer, health risks created by waste from hog farms, and the misrepresentation of
250 scientific data related to Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction programs; and,

260 WHEREAS: The Administration has repeatedly placed on scientific advisory panels members with
270 questionable scientific credentials, used political litmus tests to ‘vet’ potential
280 appointees, and has on numerous occasions disregarded the appointment recommendation
290 of federal agencies in favor of an appointee favored by industry lobbyist; and,

300 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The Maryland Student Legislature urges Congress to pass legislation
310 that would protect the integrity of research done by the Federal Government, and research
320 entities working on its behalf; and,

330 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Maryland Student Legislature encourages Congress to include in
340 this legislation, provisions that would set high statutory professional requirements for
350 those appointed by the President to serve in a scientific advisory role; and,

360 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Maryland Student Legislature encourages Congress to include in
370 this legislation, provisions that would allow, when appropriate, full public access to data
380 collected in government research and any and all findings so that that if necessary they
390 can be verified by interested and independent entities; and,

400 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Maryland Student Legislature encourages Congress to include in



410 this legislation, provisions that would create a bipartisan, independent commission that
420 would serve as oversight board for the integrity of all government research and data
430 collection to ensure that it is impartial, fair, and accurate.

400 MANDATES: President of the United States, George W. Bush
410 Associate Director, Office of Science and Technology Dr. Kathie L. Olsen,
420 Speak of the House, Hon. Dennis Hastert
430 House Majority Leader, Hon. Tom Delay
440 House Minority Leader, Hon. Nancy Pelosi
450 Senate Majority Leader, William Frist
460 Senate Minority Leader, Tom Daschle
470 Chair, House Committee on Science, Hon. Sherwood L. Boehlert
480 Congressman, Hon. Roscoe G. Bartlett
490 Chair, Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Technology, Senator John McCain
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