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10                                     A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE
20           CONDEMNATION OF THE BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL AND THE
30 BALTIMORE CITY MAYOR, MARTIN O’MALLEY AND HIS ADMINISTRATION

40 WHEREAS: The People of Baltimore deserve leaders who will proactively defend their
50 lives, property and well being against drug dealers and murderers; and,

60 WHEREAS: Mayor O’Malley, and the City Council were personally derelict in their duties
70 with regards to the lives, safety and general well being concerning the Dawson family of 1401
80 East Preston Street as well as irresponsible with regards to the public school budget; and,

90 WHEREAS: It should be the primary responsibility of the Mayor’s administration to keep the
100 city’s citizens as safe as possible from the urban terrorism that exists on the streets of Baltimore;
110 and,

120 WHEREAS: In May of 2002, Angela Dawson testified on behalf of the city against a drug
130 dealer in her neighborhood; and,

140 WHEREAS: Police records show the Dawsons made 36 calls from late June through mid-
150 October, alleging disorderly conduct, destruction of property, assault, and drug activity; and,

160 WHEREAS: On August 23, police reports indicate that Angela Dawson was assaulted outside
170 of her home while cleaning graffiti from her siding; and,

180 WHEREAS: On August 25, police reports indicate a brick being thrown through the kitchen
190 window of the Dawson residence and a few shards of the glass went into one of the children’s eye;
200 and,

210 WHEREAS: On September 4, police reports indicate another brick being thrown through the
220 living room window of the Dawson residence striking Angela Dawson in the back; and,

230 WHEREAS: During the early morning hours of October 3, police reports indicate a Molotov
240 cocktail being thrown through the kitchen window while the Dawson family slept; and,

250 WHEREAS: Angela Dawson was fortunate enough to get the fire under control and stated to
260 the police, “My husband and I gathered up our babies and led them to safety. Before getting out
270 we experienced choking from the smoke and could hardly see how to get to the door. The heat was
280 very intense. . . . I got water trying to put out the fire. Every time I threw water on the fire it flared
290 up even more. I finally got the fire under control and went outside with my family. . . . It was set
300 up to kill everyone in the home…to blow my family up;” and,

310 WHEREAS: At 2:18am on the morning of October 16, a man kicked in the front door,
320 splashed gasoline around—paying close attention to the staircase, the only escape route from the
330 upstairs bedrooms—and lit the gas on fire; Angela, 36, Carnell, 43, Lawanda Ortiz, 14, Juan
340 Ortiz, 12, Carnell Jr., 10, and the twins Kevin and Keith, 9, were in their rooms on the second and
350 third floors; and,

360 WHEREAS: Several neighbors said they heard a mother’s anguished cries, “God, please help
370 me. Help me get my children out;” and,

380 WHEREAS: As a result of this firebombing, Angela, Carnell, Lawanda, Juan, Carnell Jr. and
390 the twins Kevin and Keith, were all killed; and,



400 WHEREAS: On October 18, Mayor O’Malley did an interview on WBAL radio and said, “If
410 indeed this was an intentional firebombing ... all of us should be outraged;” and,

420 WHEREAS: In that same interview O’Malley stated, “[I am] furious that the clues point
430 toward the possibility that a drug dealer may have set the fire in retaliation for Dawson reporting
440 his illegal activity to the police;” and,

450 WHEREAS: In that same interview O’Malley stated, “People have a very easy time blowing
460 off homicides in the city of Baltimore.  But the fact of the matter is ... these kids had absolutely no
470 culpability in what happened to them. And I am going to do everything in my power to make sure
480 the sacrifice they made was not in vain;” and,

490 WHEREAS: Had the Mayor closed down the drug dealers and actually protected the Dawson
500 family by “doing everything in his power” the Dawson family might still be alive; and,

510 WHEREAS: O’Malley ended that interview by saying, “And gentlemen, if you enjoyed that,
520 come outside after the show, and I’ll kick your ass;” and,

530 WHEREAS: Mayor O’Malley has presided over the largest property value increase in
540 Baltimore City’s history, a 60% increase, while at the same time, overseeing the largest public
550 school deficit in the city of Baltimore’s history, $58,000,000.00; and,

560 WHEREAS: There are several more instances where O’Malley has been derelict in his duties,
570 including: using $12,000 in taxpayer dollars to send Christmas Cards, irresponsibility with regards
580 to his police commissioner’s record keeping and using profanity toward State’s Attorney Patricia
590 Jessamy with regards to a failure of his police department to protect the records of a police officer
600 suspected of criminal activity; and,

610 WHEREAS: If this kind of dereliction is allowed to continue without proactive preventative
620 measures, the People of Baltimore are going to suffer more greatly than they already are.

630 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature condemns the
640 Baltimore City Council and Baltimore City Mayor Martin O’Malley on the grounds that they have
650 been derelict in their duties as public officials and have violated their oaths of office; and,

660 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature issues its condolences
670 to the Dawson family and the citizens of Baltimore for a loss of such a great family.

680 MANDATES: Baltimore City Council President Sheila Dixon
690 Baltimore City Council
700 Baltimore City Mayor Martin O’Malley
710 Deputy Mayor Michael R. Enright
720 Congressman Elijah Cummings
730 Baltimore Sun Columnist Gregory Kane
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