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10 A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE BAN OF ABORTIONS IN
20 UNITED STATES MILITARY HOSPITALS OVERSEAS

30 WHEREAS: Roe v. Wade established that a woman’s right to an abortion in the first trimester
40 of her pregnancy is protected under the Fourteenth Amendment, the right to
50 privacy; and,

60 WHEREAS: Women in the United States have a Constitutional right to abortion in the first
70 trimester if that is their wish; and,

80 WHEREAS: Current law states that “No medical treatment facility or other facility of the
90 Department of Defense may be used to perform an abortion except where the
100 life of the mother would be endangered if the fetus were carried to term or in a
110 case in which the pregnancy is the result of an act of rape or incest”; and,

120 WHEREAS: In 1979 the Pentagon instituted the first ban on abortions allowed to women in
130 overseas’ hospitals,

140 WHEREAS: 1300 abortions were still performed in overseas military installations in 1979,
150 without the use of public funds, because safe civilian facilities were not
160 available; and,

170 WHEREAS: Recent attempts in Congress to allow women to get abortions in military
180 hospitals using their own funding have been defeated by narrow margins,

190 WHEREAS: The ban was temporarily lifted in 1993 by President Clinton, but reinstated in
200 1995; and,

210 WHEREAS: There are over 20 American military installations overseas in Belgium,
220 Germany, Italy, Japan, and Korea; and,

230 WHEREAS: These installations are held as American soil and therefore all US laws and
240 rights remain guaranteed; and,

250 WHEREAS: There are currently over 100,000 active duty service women in the United
260 States’ armed forces; and,

270 WHEREAS: Specifically, in 2003 there were 74,907 women serving in the active Army,
280 44,249 women serving in the Army National Guard, and 51,502 women serving
290  in the Selected Reserves; and,

300 WHEREAS: This prohibition also affects women dependents of male service members; and,

310 WHEREAS: Present law forces women seeking an abortion to travel back to the United
320 States and/or receive the procedure in-country; and,

330 WHEREAS: Other nation-states may not have the same standards of healthcare and the
340 language barriers effects accessibility; and,

350 WHEREAS: It is costly to women soldiers and/or dependents who choose to return to the
360 United States for the procedure; and,

370 WHEREAS: Women of the US military and dependents should not be penalized for choosing
380 to server their country abroad; and,



390 WHEREAS: The current ban on abortion in military hospitals furthers the gender divide in a
400 force that prides itself on unity; and,

410 WHEREAS: The United States military is transforming in the face of new threats and defense
420 activities; and,

430 WHEREAS: Women in the United States armed forces are playing an increasingly vital role
440 in the War on Terror and the subsequent operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

450 THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT: The Maryland Student Legislature
460 urges the United States military, Congress, and the Commander-in
470 Chief, George W. Bush, to remove this ban on abortions in military
480 hospitals overseas; and,

490 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The Maryland Student Legislature supports the
500 efforts of California Congresswoman Sanchez (D) in her proposal that female
510 soldiers and dependents should be given access to abortions in military hospitals
520 abroad, but must pay for the abortion with private funds; and,

530 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The Maryland Student Legislature expresses its
540 commitment and gratitude to those serving in the United States military, women
550 and men alike.   

560 MANDATES: President George W. Bush
570 Vice President Richard Cheney
580 Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
590 Congresswoman Linda Sanchez

Sponsors:

Katie Nash
Governor
Hood College
5000 Croydon Terrace
Frederick, MD  21703
301-524-9142
northstar1014@hotmail.com

The Hood College Delegation
401 Rosemont Ave
Frederick, MD 21701

Christal L. Shrader
DCP of Anne Arundel Community College
1647 Hart ct.
Crofton, MD 21114
240-486-6530
ChristalShrader@aol.com

Adelsia Mile Braxton
Governor’s Political Liaison
Anne Arundel Community College
709 Newtowne Drive Apt.#F
Annapolis MD 21401
410-990-0089
anmilesbraxton@yahoo.com


