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A RESOLUTION CONCERNING
THE LEGALIZATION OF SLOT MACHINES AT RACE TRACKS

Maryland is currently facing a projected budget deficit of over one billion
dollars; and

Reports estimate that anywhere between 500 million to close to one billion
dollars in revenue could be obtained from slots, depending on the number and
the licensing fees; and

New source of state revenue would not come at the expense of taxpayers, but
from money being to out-of-state racetracks that have slots; and,

Pimilico Race Course in Baltimore posted a 1.6 million profit in 2002, it was
less than half of 2001’s earnings of 3.9 million dollars; and,

Laurel Park lost 1.9 million dollars in 2002; and,

Since slots arrived in Delaware and West Virginia in 1995, earnings have
increased 271 percent, surpassing Maryland by 100,000 dollars, daily; and,

Pennsylvania and Virginia are currently looking into the possibility of allowing
slots at racetracks; and,

Opponents of slots admit that West Virginia’s Charles Town has hurt
Maryland’s horse racing industry with the addition of slots; and,

A plethora of research studies, both academic and industrial, suggest that
legalization of slot machines could positively impact the local economy; and,

Maryland has allowed gambling since the 1920°s and offers several options for
those who wish to gamble in state; and,

The Maryland State Lottery generates nearly 7.5 billion dollars for Maryland’s
General Fund; and,

Some 245 slot machines are being operated on Maryland’s Eastern Shore by
fraternities of the Moose or Elks, and military veterans associations such as the
American Legion and the VFW; and,

One VFW post in Cecil County collected 5.5 million dollars, which resulted in a
net earnings of $247,00 dollars, half of which went to charity; and,

Various studies report that no association between legalized gambling and an
increase in crime, suicide, or bankruptcy.

THEREFORE BE IT BE RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature supports and

encourages the legalization of mechanical and video slot machines at horse
racing tracks throughout Maryland; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the Maryland

General Assembly and the Governor’s Office to grant the industry a
competitive percentage of slot profits; and,



380 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the MGA and the
390 Governor’s Office to auction off licensing fees, as opposed to setting a standard
400 fee; and,

410 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the MGA and the
420 Governor’s Office not to limit the track owners’ in the amount of machines that
430 they wish to have at their facilities; and,

440 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the MGA and the
450 Governor’s Office to set up an office to regulate the new video slot industry;
460 and,

470 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Maryland Student Legislature urges the MGA and the
480 Governor’s Office to look into expanding legalized gambling to table games as
490 the gaming industry becomes more competitive.
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