
10  RESOLUTION URGING GEORGE W. BUSH 
20 NOT TO IMPLEMENT A SCHOOL VOUCHER SYSTEM 
 
30 WHEREAS: Vouchers batter down the separation between church and state. For  
40   over 200 years, our constitutional protections have helped  
50   safeguard religious freedom and reduce heart-wrenching divisions  
60   so apparent in regions such as the Middle East’s; and, 
 
70 WHEREAS: Vouchers are a diversion. Vouchers not only take money away  
80   from under funded urban districts, they divert attention from much  
90   needed reforms such as smaller classes, improved teacher training,  
100   and a more innovative curriculum; and, 
 
110 WHEREAS: Voucher programs jeopardize the long-standing ideal of offering  
120   every child equal access to high-quality public schooling.  
130   Vouchers treat learning like a commodity, rather than a  
140   public good, and the free market doesn't always work in the  
150   Interest of the consumer; and, 
 
160 WHEREAS: Voucher programs violate the U.S. Constitution's ban on a  
170   government establishment of religion by allowing participating  
180   students to use the vouchers to attend religious schools - most 
190   typically, Roman Catholic ones; and, 
 
200 WHEREAS: Vouchers result in tax dollars flowing to private sectarian schools. 
210   Sectarian schools account for 85 percent of the total private school  
220   enrollment in the United States.  These schools serve as arms of  
230   religious ministries and integrate religious values and doctrine 
240   throughout their curriculum, indoctrinating students on 
250    controversial subjects such as abortion, creationism and the role of  
260   women in society; and, 
 
270 WHEREAS: When it comes to private schools, the concept of parental choice is 
280   meaningless.  Private school administrators have the only real 
290   choice concerning which children are admitted to the schools and  
300   which are not.  They may reject virtually anyone applying to attend  
310   or to teach in private schools.  No voucher plan will change this  
320   fact; and, 
 
330 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Maryland Student Legislature urges  
340   President George W. Bush and his administration not to implement  
350   a nationwide school voucher system. 
 
360 MANDATES: President George W. Bush 
370   Vice President Dick Cheney 
380   House Speaker Dennis Hastert 
390   Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
400   Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle 
410   House Majority Leader Dick Armey 
420   House Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt 
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